


 



















 
 

INTRODUCTORY 
SECTION 

 
 
 









































































 
 

COMBINING 
STATEMENTS 

ALL FUNDS 
 



 











 
 

GENERAL FUND 
 

The General Fund is used to account for all financial resources traditionally 
associated with governments except for those which are required to be 
accounted for in other separate funds as prescribed by the Commissioners’ 
Court and state statutes. 

 



 







































































 
COUNTY HEALTH 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

Commissioners’ Court uses the County Health Endowment Fund to account 
for all financial resources associated with the establishment of the fund.  The 
corpus of the fund was provided through the State’s distribution of a portion of 
the “Tobacco” settlement in 1999.  The earnings of the fund are budgeted for 
distribution each year in compliance with the purposes established by the 
Commissioners’ Court. 

 



 







 
SPECIAL REVENUE 

FUNDS 
 
 
 

Brazos County uses a special revenue fund to account for financial activity 
related to revenues and expenditures that are specifically the result of State 
legislative action.  Each fund has established perimeters as to how revenues 
collected may be used, and the level of authority and control that 
commissioners’ court may or may not have with regards to the funds.  Fund 
accounting, therefore provides current as well as historic accountability.  
While the County anticipates that the funds available will be expended during 
the current period, it is not uncommon that funds will remain at the end of the 
fiscal period (fund balance).  All funds remaining at year-end are appropriated 
to serve the next fiscal year’s budget needs. 
 
 



 



























































 
 
 
 

FEDERAL & STATE 
GRANT FUNDS 

 
 
 
Brazos County receives funding each year from the Federal government and 
from various State offices to assist in the funding of various elements of 
County activity.  Funds are created to provide internal accountability of the 
grants awarded due to grant applications made by the County.  Normally the 
funds are provided for a specific period for a specific purpose.  While the 
County may budget that all the funds will be consumed during the current 
accounting period, it is not uncommon that funds will go unexpended and will 
be returned to the distributing agency.  The majority of the grants currently in 
place require the County to provide financial participation at some level. 
 



 















































 
DEBT SERVICE FUND 

 
The Debt Service Fund is used to account for the accumulation of resources 
for the payment of general long-term debt principal and interest related to 
general obligation bonds and certificates of obligation. 



 



















CAPITAL PROJECT 
FUNDS 

 
Brazos County at various times establishes Capital Improvement funds to 
tract the costs associated with programs that have been authorized by the 
Commissioners’ Court.  The budget appropriations and related resources have 
been provided for the following: 
 

 
 Capital Project Fund – Jail Expansion 2007: 
The County received voter approval for a general obligation bond issue in 
November 2007. The issue is to expand the current jail and increasing the 
number of beds to approximately 684 beds. 
 
 

Capital Project Fund - Exposition Complex - Expansion: 
 
The County is expanding the facilities at the Brazos County Exposition 
Complex.  In October 2009, certificates of obligation were sold to fund the 
expansion.  Debt service for the expansion will be funded through Brazos 
County’s share of the Hotel Occupancy Tax revenues.  
 
The expansion will add an additional stall barn, covered arena, covered 
connection, modifications to existing covered arena, rv parking, expansion of 
exhibit hall, additional parking, fair ground site, and purchase of infrastructure 
and equipment. 
 
 

Capital Project Fund – General Capital Improvements: 
The Commissioners’ Court in 1994 established a separate fund to provide 
accountability for the purchase of specific equipment to support departmental 
needs, and to replace existing equipment as it wears down. 
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PROPRIETARY FUND 
 

A Proprietary Fund is established to provide a service or a product to the 
public or to other governmental units. 
 
An Internal Service Fund is a proprietary Fund created to provide goods and 
services to other governmental units. 
 
 The Health and Life Insurance Fund has been created by 

Commissioners’ Court to account for the activity within Brazos 
County’s self-insured health insurance program and its group life 
insurance plan. 
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keeping expenditures within the limitations of 

available appropriations and resources. 

C 

Capital Improvement Plan/Program – A multi-

year program of projects that addresses repair 

and replacement of existing infrastructure, as 

well as development of new facilities to 

accommodate future growth. 

Capital Outlay – Fixed assets with a value of 

$5,000 or more and have a useful life of more 

than two years. . 

Capital Project – Major constructions, 

acquisition, or renovation activities which add 

value to a government’s physical assets or 

significantly increase their useful life. 

Cash Basis – A basis of accounting in which 

transactions are recognized only when cash is 

increased or decreased. 

Certificate of Obligation (C.O.) – Long-term 

debt that is authorized by the City Council and 

does not require prior voter approval. 

Certified Annual Financial Report CAFR) – The 

published results of the County’s annual audit. 

Charter of Accounts – A chart detailing the 

system of general ledger accounts. 

Community  Contracts – The County is required 

by statute to provide some of these service(s).  

For such service(s) the County has entered into 

an inter-local agreement or contract with the 

entity.   

Competitive Bidding Process – The process 

following State law requiring that for purchases 

of $15,000 or more, a county must advertise , 

solicit, and publicly open sealed bids from 

prospective vendors.  After a review period, The 

Commissioners then awards the bid to the 

successful bidder.  

Contingency – An appropriation of funds to 

cover unforeseen events that occur during the 

budget year. 

Contractual Services – Dividing line between 

who is “employed” and someone who is “self-

employed.” 

Contract Obligation Bonds – Long-term debt 

that places the assets purchased or constructed 

as a part of the security for the issue. 

D 

Debt Service – The cost of paying principal and 

interest on borrowed money according to a 

predetermined payment schedule. 

Defeasance – A provision that voids a bond or 

loan when the borrower sets aside cash or 

bonds sufficient enough to service the 

borrower’s debt. 

Department – The organization unit which is 

functioning uniquely in its delivery of service. 

Departmental Support – Supplies are any 

article or material that meets all of the 

following conditions: (1)  It is consumed-in-use 

or loses its original shape or appearance with 

use. (2) It loses its identity through 

incorporation into a different or more complex 

unit. (3)  It is expandable and inexpensive item. 

Depreciation – The process of estimating and 

recording the expired useful life or diminution 

of service of a fixed asset than cannot or will 

not be restored by repair and will be replaced.  

The cost of the fixed asset’s lost usefulness is 

the depreciation or the cost to reserve in order 

to replace the item at the end of its useful life.  









 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brazos County Administration Building 
Budget Office 

200 South Texas Avenue 
Brazos County, Texas 77803 
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